OBJECTS  OF  OUTPOSTS. 


Object  of  an  outpost  is  to  prevent  the  troops  encamped  in  rear  being 
taken  by  surprise,  and  to  enable  them  to  rest ;  and  report  his  movements, 
to  repulse  small  detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  hold  large  ones  in  check. 


OUTPOST  DUTIES. 


Abbreviations  : — P  Picquet ;  S  Support ;  V  Vedette  ;  PI  Patrol ; 
F  Front ;  Fk  Flank  ;  0  Officer  ;  R  Right ;  L  Left. 

Officers  should  have  with  them  a  Watch,  Field  Glasses,  Pencil,  Paper, 
and  a  Compass. 

Day  Duties. 

A  Squadron  parades  ;  S  and  P  are  detailed. 

Squadron  marches  off  with  Advance  and  Rear  Guards  ;  Fk  Parties  in 
patrolling  order. 

O  sends  small  detached  party  forward  in  direction  where  P  is  to  be 
posted  to  reconnoitre. 

Arrives  at  post  for  S  ;  sends  Pis  to  communicate  with  Pis  from  Ss 
on  Fk. 

Proceeds  to  post  for  P,  and  under  cover  of  reconnoiterers  in  F. 

Details  Vs  and  numljers  them  continuously  ;  Examining  Party  ;  PI ; 
posts  dismounted  sentries. 

Rides  forward  with  Sergeant  to  reconnoitre;  selects  position  for  Ex- 
amining Party  and  R.  V. 

N.li.— 'l'!ie  V  Party   must  keep    at  a  distanoe  from  the   O,  bwt 
within  Bight. 

Signals  with  sword. 

R.  V.  comes  quickly  up. 

Posts  Vs  successively. 

As  each  V  '^ ---'-'  ^^-   -^^ "  reinai:         ''    "'        ■''''  '    ' 

posted.     Vs  inr.j  ^ ,  one  ;. .^ 

Each  double  V  must  be  posted  with  about  20  yards  interval  bet\ 
eac' 

■r.cf.vi/.ff.r"!  that  any  »"^^^^'-*-  ^" 
s  to  the  1- 
must  be  sent  through  this  party  ;  except  in  case  ot  sudden  attack  wheit 
notice  niUBt  be  given  by  diBchargiug  a  earbin*. 

Having  posted  Vs  receives  report  of  parties  patrolling  in  F,   and  re- 
turns to  P. 


Communications    with    the  Fka  should  be  done   from    the   S  ;  Pis 
.issisting  eaoh  other,  so  as  to  meet  half-way. 

On  report  from  Fk  Ps  that  their  Vs  are  posted,  and  from  own  Pis 
that  all  is  quiet  in  F  and  Fks  tells  off  next  reliefs  for  Vs,  Pis,  Examin- 
ing Party  and  Sentries 

Dismounts. 

Examining   Party. 

One  from  each  P  should  be  sufficient,  of  a  N.C.O.  and  4  men,  posted 
on  the  main  approach  to  camp,  and  from  200  to  30J  paces  in  rear  of  one 
of  the  Vs. 

Relief  of   Vs. 

Vs  should  be  paraded  in  F  of  P,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  etc.,  and  directed 
to  march  independently  on  the  Vs  they  relieve,  and  halt  in  rear  until  posted. 

Patrols, 

Pis  must  be  frequently  sent  out  at  short  intervals  to  feel  to  F  and 
Fks,  and  must  question  and  obtain  information  from  those  they  relieve. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  send  out  the  same  man  again  on  PI  duty,  he 
should  have  a  fresh  horse,  but  his  own  carbine. 

Relief  of  Outposts. 

Relieved  0  goes  round  Vs  with  Relieving  0. 

When  all  are  posted.  Pis  returned,  &c.,  P  joins  main  body. 

Attacks. 

When  attacked  P  forms  line  of  skirmishers  in  rear  of  Vs. 

Vs  fall  back  through  skirmishers  to  the  side  of  Ss,  but  not  directly 
on  them. 

When  the  P  has  to  leave  its  ground  to  assist  a  P  on  its  Fk,  a  few  men 
must  be  left  to  watch  the  grouiid,  and  report  if  the  enemy  advances. 

Night  Duties. 

After  dark  the  position  of  P  and  S  must  be  changed,  and  Vs  drawn 
in  to  about  100  yards  apart.  Pis  must  be  continuous,  and  push  well  for- 
ward in  the  direction  from 'which  the  enemy  may  come. 

One  V  must,  if  the  night  is  dark,  move  towards  the  next  V  to  his  R, 
the  other  reraaiiiing' stationary.'  '  " 

It  nuist  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of  everyone  that  the  essence  of 
Outpost  Duty  is  good  patrolling,  and  at  night  this  should  be  so  carried  on 
that  it  practically  makes  vedetces  unnecessary. 

S  must  relieve  P  at  intervals,  to  rest  horses  and  men. 

Patrolling  must  inrarxahly  be  done  in  open  order  as  under,  accord- 
ing to  number  of  men  : 


.  y.c.o. 


OFFICER'S    INSTRUCTIONS. 


In  posting  a  Vedette  Officers  should  he  careftd  to  explain  fully — 

1. — That  his  object  is  to  see  and  not  be  seen, 

2. — The  direction  of  tlie  enemy,  and  what  is  known  of  his  force,  pro- 
bable movements,  etc. 

3. — The  exact  position  of  ground  to  be  specially  watched  by  each 
Vedette. 

4.  — The  number  of  his  post  and  of  the  Ficquet  to  which  he  belongs. 

5.  — The  position  of  the  Vedettes  and  their  numbers  on  each  side  of 
him. 

6.  — The  position  of  his  own  Picquet  and  of  the  nearest  Examining 
Post. 

7. — In  the  case  of  a  double  Vedette,  that  one  man  should  occasionally 
patrol  any  unseen  ground  near  the  post,  and  should  bring  in  a  report  of 
anything  unusual,  to  the  picquet,  the  other  remaining  on  his  post. 

8. — The  names  of  neighbouring  villages,  rivers,  etc.,  and  where  roads 
and  paths  lead  to. 

9. — The  parole  and  countersign,  and  method  of  allowing  strangers 
only  to  enter  the  line  by  the  examining  post. 

10. — See  that  he  understands  his  Orders  by  asking  him  the  five  ans- 
wers as  on  next  page. 

Duties  of  a   Vedette. 

1. — To  keep  a  sharp  look  out  towards  the  front  and  flanks,  and  to 
repeat  the  signals  made  by  other  Vedettes. 

2. — Not  to  give  up  the  parole  or  contersign  to  any  person  not  entitl- 
ed to  receive  it. 

.3. — To  stop  all  persons  by  day  or  by  night  approaching  their  posts, 
either  from  front  or  rear,  and  to  signal  to  the  picquet  in  the  ordinary  way. 

4. — By  day  Vedettes  are  not  to  stop  patrols  or  of&cers  whom  they 
know. 

5. — Vedettes  are  not  to  fire  except  after  challenging  twice  and  receiv- 
ing no  answer,  or  to  give  an  alarm  in  case  of  a  sudden  attack. 

6. — If  Cavalry  approach,  circle  to  the  right  ;  if  Infantry,  to  the  left ; 
if  both  arms  of  the  service,  circle  right  and  left,  so  as  to  describe  a  figure 
8,  at  the  same  pace  as  that  at  which  the  enemy  are  approaching. 

7. — In  case  of  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  enemy,  halt  him  at  once  and 
blindfold  him,  and  pass  him  to  the  Vedette  nearest  the  examining  party. 
In  case  of  a  deserter  from  the  enemy  halt  him  at  once  and  disarm  him.  If 
mounted,  dismount  him  and  pass  him  on  to  the  Vedette  nearest  the  exa- 
mining party,  by  riding  behind  him  with  a  loaded  Carbine. 

8. — Vedettes  are  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements,  at  the  same  time 
concealing  their  own.  Vedettes  should  be  twenty  yards  apart — the  right 
Vedette  looking  half-right,  the  left  Vedette  looking  half-left. 

9. — Vedettes  pay  no  compliments  to  Ofiicers. 


What  every  Vedette  is  expected  to  know. 

1. — His  number. 

2. — Where  the  examining  party  is. 
3. — Where  his  picqiiet  is  and  who  commands  it. 
4. — The  parole  and  countersign. 

5. — If  a  flank  Vedette,  what  Regiment  is  on  his  flank,    or   what 
Squadron  of  his  own  Regiment, 


What  every  Vedette  is  expected  to  see. 

1. — The  right  Vedette  and  the  Vedette  on  his  right. 
2. — The  left  Vedette  and  the  Vedette  on  his  left. 
3. — Everything  that  goes  on  in  his  front  and  flanks. 


What  every  Vedette  is  expected  to  do. 

1. — Fire  if  suddently  attacked. 

2. — Repeat  all  signals. 

3. — Stop  all  persons  whom  they  do  not  know  approaching  the  posts. 


At  Alight. 

Challenge  all  who  approach  and  demand  the  countersign  from  them . 
Commuidcate  %vith  the  Vedette  on  his  right  and  left,  one  Vedette 
remaining  stationary  while  the  other  patrols. 


Signals  for  Vedettes,  Patrols  and  Scouts. 


No  Enemy  in  Sight. 

Carbine   or  Sword  to  be  held  perpendicularly  overhead  in  the  right 
hand. 

Enemy  in  Sight. 

Carbine  or  Sword  to  be  held  horizontally  over  the  head  in  the  right 
hand. 

Enemy  in  Small  Bodies. 

Carbine  or  Sword  to  be  held  perpendicularly  at  the   full  extent  of 
the  right  arm,  to  the  right. 

Enemy  in  Large  Bodies. 

Carbine  or  Sword  to  be  raised  and  lowered  perpendicularly. 

Reirforcements   Wanted. 

Carbine  or  Sword  to  be  swung  round  the  head. 

Advance. 

Right  hand  to  be  carried  out  in  the  direction. 

Halt. 

Right  hand  to  be  raised  at  full  extent  of  arm,   and  Sword  or  Carbine 
to  be  patsed  into  bridle  hand. 

J.  F.  TURNBULL,  Lt.-Col., 

Commandant. 


